
ITEM # 2                                                                       PREPARED BY: LOU GEATER 

 

COMMISSIONER:  CARPENTER                             APPROVED BY:______________ 

                                                                                                        COUNTY ATTORNEY 

 

RESOLUTION TO COMMEND SERGEANT MAJOR OF THE MARINE CORPS 

CARLTON W. KENT FOR CONTINUING MERITORIOUS SERVICE AS THE 

SENIOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE 

CORPS. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the members of this Board of County 

Commissioners of Shelby County, Tennessee, should salute those citizens who, through 

their natural talents and unwavering commitment, have distinguished themselves as 

leaders of whom we can all be proud; and 

 

WHEREAS, This resolution serves to honor and recognize Sergeant Major of the 

Marine Corps Carlton W. Kent for thirty two years of service to his community and 

nation in the United States Marine Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, Since enlisting in the Marine Corps in 1976, Sergeant Major Kent 

has served in a variety of roles throughout the world, such as guarding American 

embassies in Zaire and Panama and serving in a variety of drill instructor roles; and 

 

WHEREAS, Over the course of his career, Sergeant Major Kent has been 

awarded the Legion of Merit with Gold Star, the Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal 

with Gold Star, the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Gold Star, the Rifle 

Expert Badge, the Pistol Sharpshooter Badge, and the Combat Action Ribbon, along with 

the General Gerald C. Thomas Award for inspirational leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, On April 25, 2007, Sergeant Major Kent assumed the post of 

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, becoming the highest ranking enlisted member of 

the Marine Corps, and the sixteenth Marine to hold that office; and  

 

WHEREAS, Sergeant Major Kent was born in Memphis, and graduated from 

South Side High School; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the honor and privilege of this legislative body to honor 

Sergeant Major Kent for his years of service to the American people, and to thank him 

for his dedication to the enlisted personnel of the Marine Corps. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, That Sergeant Major of the 

Marine Corps Carlton W. Kent is recognized and commended for continuing meritorious 

service as the senior non-commissioned officer of the United States Marine Corps, and 

for selfless and compassionate service to the citizens of Shelby County. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

                                                                            A C Wharton, Jr., County Mayor 

              

                                   Date: _____________________ 

 

                                           ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

                                                                        Clerk of County Commission 

 

ADOPTED:________________ 


